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Ljubljana, February 15 2010

EBRD - EUROPEAN BANK 

FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT

Mister Georgios Gkiaouris, Operational Manager

Subject: Statement of Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Slovenia concerning construction of TEŠ Block 6 Power Station 
Energy and Climate Change policy Strategic Council (SS PE PS GZS) at CCIS has defined its position on development priorities of power supply in Slovenia at its meeting on January 21st, 2010. SS PE PS GZS is defining its statement according to strategy and energy policy that are of interest of whole Slovenian economy and community. Power supply is also of interest of the Civil Engineering and Spatial Planning Strategic Council and Technology Policy Strategic Council at CCIS. SS PE PS GZS members are CEO’s and managers from main economy sectors, academy and RD field representatives, and government sectorial Ministries and professionals from CCIS.

In collaboration together with representatives of power professional associations, represented by Slovenian Academy of Engineering, Electro technical Association of Slovenia, Slovenian Member Committee of International Council on Large Electric Systems (CIGRE), Slovenian Member Committee of International Conference on Electricity Distribution (CIRED) the Energy and Climate Change policy Strategic Council (SS PE PS GZS) defined its position concerning construction of TEŠ Block 6 Power Station. 

Strategic Council (SS PE PS GZS) has focused to the item within the scope of principles of its program scheme that are secure, sustainable, cost competitive and ecologically suitable power supply to Slovenian Economy, which includes adequate infrastructure that need to be planned and realized through synergy between  hydro, thermal and nuclear power production. This is the principal condition to assure high reliability, suitable economics and will affect to lower sensibility of supply and power production costs from price volatility at Global and European energy market, simultaneously ensuring secure operation of electric power system. 
Strategic Council (SS PE PS GZS) definite position defines that the decisions about development priorities on power supply system are the matter of profession with accordance to other professional, political and civil publics. They all have the right but also have the responsibility to form competent and balanced suggestions.

Main topic of the meeting was System postulations about the priorities of power supply development in Slovenia.  Through discussion about future functioning of electric power system, system postulation of planned power plants and power grids, provisions and demands of European electric power system, energy dependency of Slovenia, safety supply by prime energy resources, obligatory target of the 25 % share of renewable energy sources in final energy consumption in year 2020, their feasibility and cost susceptibility the Strategic Council (SS PE PS GZS), together with guest representatives of professional publics has defined its statement on publicly presented opposition against construction of  TEŠ Block 6 Power Station and against construction of second nuclear power plant in Krško JEK 2.

System postulations and requirements were presented by prof. dr. Ferdinand Gubina,  mag. Vekoslav Korošec and mag. Djani Brečević, significant power projects were presented by dr. Uroš Rotnik, Jože Špiler in mag. Djordje Žebeljan. 

After profound discussion the following statements were defined:

1. Main parts of Slovenian electric power system were build up between the years 1970 and 1980 and were simultaneously connected to European power grid. The system needs the thorough refurbishment after 40 years in operation. Basic objects for the renovation of the electric power system are considered TEŠ Block 6, JEK 2, hydro power plants and renewable energy conversion plants, all which would assure long term system stability and balanced variety of energy resources. It would also make possible to lower external energy dependency and ensure the economic and social progress. 

2. Sustainability is the main orientation of electric power system development that has to be achieved with improved basic operational characteristics of existing EPS. SC (SS PE PS GZS) is supporting construction of TEŠ Block 6 Power Station as one of the basic elements for stable operating of Slovenian electric power system. Development and restructuring of economy towards better competiveness and performing higher added value will need better quality of electricity.  Without basic objects that are enabling ancillary services the quality of electricity would be worsened.
3. TEŠ Block 6 Power Station is in all means the substitutive environmental investment for utilization of indigenous primary energy resources (35 % less CO2, 50 % less SO2, 75 % NOX, less noise) that guarantees secure and reliable supply of electricity. Up to date technology of extracting endogenous prime energy source, which is at disposal at least for 50 years, guarantees its competitive production costs. Irrespective of the price of CO2 emission allowances TEŠ Block 6 Power Station is profitable project.  
4. Zero growth trend of electricity consumption is not feasible because of its universal usage and its ability to replace other energy sources, which are due to energy efficiency measures (heat pumps, cooling, ICT technologies, electric cars etc.). Share of electricity in the final energy consumption in Slovenia is lower than those in EU’s highly developed countries. At the beginning of the nineties the investment cycle in Slovenian energy sector ceased because of such missed forecast that was proven as entirely incorrect.
5. Renewable energy sources for electricity production (OVEE) delivers power and electricity at great instability which brings disturbances to operation of electric power system and consequently to securing the quality of delivered electricity and causes great difficulties to voltage control and frequency control. To ensure this very services the new TEŠ Block 6 Power Station is of utmost importance also because the reason that Slovenia is managing UCTE South East Europe control area.
6. Technologies for distributed electricity production from renewable energy sources (OVEE) are in development. That is not feasible to count on these technologies in the forthcoming decade to cover great deficiency of electrical power and electricity at economical manner. Renewable energy sources for electricity production (OVEE) development have to be supported and stimulated for long term that the share of electricity produced from these could increase and to make it possible to Slovenian economy sector to include in process.
7. Incorporation of OVEE to the grid demands reserve power and energy (i.e. pumped storage power stations), establishing supporting elements for voltage control, empowered network grids, investments into power production and demand side control (smart grids) and investments into expensive economic support schemes for subsidize such electricity production. 
8. Electric power system needs to be constructed persistently and reasonably with deliberate orientation of consumers to the measures of energy efficiency. After more than decade of inactivity there is not possible to replace the gap by immature energy resources and ensure quality and cost effective electricity supply and at the same time resolve the climate change challenges.  

9. Planning and constructing of large energy projects last for almost a decade, which is the reason why we are already late by adopting decisions to realize the feasible projects. 

10. Due support was given to intensive preparation of investment documentation and to acceptance of decision for construction of second nuclear power plant in Krško JEK 2.
11. Strong support were given to construction of hydro power plants as one of the most important renewable energy sources especially because of the fact that HPP would deliver more than half of the electricity that has to be additionally produced from RES in Slovenia in the year 2020. 
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